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Porous Borders and Downstream Costs  
The Impact of Illegal Immigration on State, County and Local Governments 
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When: Monday, August 14, 2006, 11 a.m. 
Where: San Diego County Administration Center  
1600 Pacific Highway, San Diego, CA  
 
Background 
 
The hearing will focus on the impact of illegal immigration on state, county and local 
governments and the need for enhanced federal enforcement at the “interior border” to 
reduce those costs.  Interior enforcement consists of efforts to identify undocumented 
workers who apply for work, official documents or public benefits.   
 
“Porous borders and weak enforcement constitute a de facto unfunded mandate on 
states and counties,” Davis said.   “Those unanticipated, and largely unreimbursed, 
costs hit education, health care and law enforcement budgets hard.  States and 
localities deserve the fiscal security that will only come if the federal government 
focuses on effective external and internal border security.” 
 
Davis added, “Effective interior enforcement will be critical to make sure any new 
immigration law does not suffer the fate of the last effort twenty years ago, when good 
intentions were overwhelmed by weak follow-through.” 
 
States, counties and localities face increasing pressures to address the impacts of illegal 
immigration. According to the Wall Street Journal, state legislatures from Massachusetts 
to California have enacted laws to limit public benefits to illegals. Several states have 
entered into agreements with DHS-ICE to enlist state and local law enforcement in 
identification and apprehension of illegal immigrants. House and Senate reform bills 



differ in the extent to which states and localities would be involved in, and compensated 
for, enforcement of civil and criminal immigration provisions. 
 
“The County of San Diego spends more than $50 million a year to arrest, jail, 
prosecute and defend illegal immigrants – of that, about $2 million is reimbursed.  
That’s money that could otherwise be spent on parks, libraries, roads and public 
safety,” Davis said. 
 
Witnesses: 
 
Mr. Miguel Unzueta 
Special Agent in Charge of San Diego SAC 
U.S. Customs and Immigration Enforcement 
 
Mr. William B. Kolender 
Sheriff 
San Diego County 
 
Supervisor Bill Horn 
Chairman 
San Diego Board of Supervisors 
 
Mr. Steven A. Escoboza 
President and C.E.O. 
Hospital Association of San Diego and Imperial County 
 
State Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny 
40th District 
San Diego, CA 
 
Dr. Bronwen Anders 
Professor of Pediatrics 
University of California at San Diego 
Former President of San Diego Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics 
 


